"REAL LIFE STORIES

NAMES: William Armstrong
AGE: 37

JOB: Back in the UK, William was a town
and counfry planner. He went on to
found High Point Holidays and is now the
principal walking leader

WHERE: Moved from Banbury to near
Villefranche-sur-Sadne in Beaujolais

CONTACT:

Email: william@highpointholidays.co.uk
Telephone: 00 33 4 74 68 86 63
Q1747 858 229

Website: www.highpointholidays.co.uk

WHY BUY THERE: BEAUJOLAIS

B The Beaujolais region lies between the
Maconnais to the north and the city of Lyon
to the south. It enjoys an excellent climate,
with long, hot summers followed by cold but
thankfully short winters.

W The area is renowned for its excelient wines,
mostly red, which are made from the Gamay
grape, although some rosés and whites (from
Chardonnay) can also be found here.

M It's just 30 minutes to the city of Lyon,

close to the Alps, two hours to Provence, or
three hours to the Mediterranean coast, sa it's
easy to explore a lot of France from this area.

M The region is'steeped in history and offers
many chateaux and places of historic interest
for culture vultures to enjoy.

GOT A REAL LIFE STORY?
LET US TELL IT! CONTACT US:

Email edit@frenchmagazine.co.uk or write to
French Magazine, Units 3 & 4, Riverside Court,
Lower Bristol Road, Bath, BA2 3DZ
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Love Across

SHUTTERSTOCK

William Armstrong wasn't your typical Francophile, but that
all changed after he met a certain special French lady. Here
he spills the beans on his new love for France to Gina Dyer

his month’s Real Life adventure is

definitely one for the romantics out

there, since William’s decision to start
a new life across the Channel came after he
met his future wife, Marie-Christine. He wasn’t
a Francophile before he met her, but love soon
changed that and before long he was well on
his way to starting his own activity holidays
business while bringing up two children in
beautiful Beaujolais. Here he tells us how he
made the move, and how his life has changed.

H MAGAZINE: What first attracted you
to your new life in France?
William: If someone had said to me back in May
1995 that in 2008 | would be living in France
and running my own business, | would have
thought they were mad. Later that month,
however, everything changed. The turning point
was meeting my future wife, Marie-Christine,
who was studying in Northampton. My love
affair with France began there and we later
took many trips to France together.

What preparations did you make before
you went out?

Very few — | handed in my notice as a planner,
sold the house and hired a van! We knew

we could temporarily live in Marie's parents’
country house in Beaujolais. The basic plan
centred on me looking after our one-year-old
son while Marie-Christine, having secured the
transfer of her existing job to France for a few
months, would become the main bread-winner.
She would then find a permanent job while |
changed nappies, spoke poor French to my
in-laws and decided what to do with my career.

What do you do now?

| run my own business called High Point
Holidays. It specialises in activity holidays,
(mainly guided walking, but also independent
walking, cycling, golf and city breaks) in quiet,
unspoilt areas. | also do consultancy work on
environmental matters. At the moment | have
several contracts with parish councils to put in
place their emergency plans.



“If someone had said to me back in May 1995 that in 2008 I would be living

in France and running my own business, I would have said they were mad”

How have you found setting up a business
in France?

My environmental consultancy is based in
France, while High Point Holidays is registered

in England. The process in France is lengthy and
costly compared to the UK. However, | found the
people at the local Chamber of Commerce and
the Hotel des Impots [tax office] helpful in filling
in the relevant forms and helping me understand
my obligations. | also spent a lot of time reading
up on the internet, so that some of the terms
and principals weren‘t so alien to me when it
came to listening to answers. Having said that,

it certainly helps if you can understand what
people are saying to you!

Where do you live? Describe your property.
We live in a village called Gleizé on the outskirts
of Villefranche-sur-Sadne, the capital of
Beaujolais, which is about 40 kilometres north
of Lyon. We have a large, four-bedroom semi-
detached house with a good-sized garden and
a huge cellar, and the balcony of our bedroom

looks out over the Beaujolais hills. It's not what
you'd call a dream house in terms of character

or location, but everyone who has visited it from
England has been impressed. You can also add to
that the fact that it's very handy for things such
as school and access to the motorway... oh, and
the minor detail that we bought it for the same
price that we sold our pokey two-up, two-down
back in Banbury!

How did you go about finding your home?
Was it a long search?

No — in total it only took about six days! After
I'd looked at a few properties, | soon discovered
that there was a shortage in our price range
(partly due to the migration of people out from
Lyon) and to make matters worse, the better-
value houses went within a few days. On the
fifth day, though, | visited our present home.

It was in a poor state but it was much bigger
than the other houses in the area for the same
price. | decided there and then that it was an
opportunity not to be missed.

Did you have to do much renovation work
on your property?

Although the house was only 25 years old, 15
years of renting to tenants without any form of
maintenance had taken their toll. | spent two
months full-time and three months at weekends
redoing the walls and floors so we could move
in. Since then, with the help of my parents and
builders, we’ve had the extension rendered

(15 years with concrete blocks showing!),
refilled the terrace (which had subsided in the
heatwave of 2003), changed the shutters, redone
the bathroom (which was leaking) and main
bedroom, and landscaped the garden.

Could you speak the language before you
made the move? How have you improved
your language skills?

| had A-Level French but my conversation

skills were very limited so | took full-time
French courses organised by an association for
newcomers to France and financed by the state
and local authorities. | was very lucky to get »
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